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Changes to A level Music Technology for 
2022  

Introduction 
The Covid-19 pandemic continues to have a significant impact on many aspects 
of the teaching and learning experience, and following re-consultation by Ofqual in 
May 2021, we will carry over non-exam assessment (NEA) changes made for the 
summer 2021 examination series into the 2022 examination series, to maintain the 
integrity of the specification and retain the value of the qualification as a whole. 

These carried over consultation outcomes are as follows: 

• Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) will be retained

• the demands on students need to be adjusted to take into account the loss of in-school
time

• NEA requirements must ensure that students will not be disadvantaged due to any
restrictions imposed on their in-school activities.

In response to the outcomes of the original 2021 consultation (conducted in 2020), Ofqual 
published a document outlining what these adjustments would look like in A level Music 
Technology, stating that the exam board would provide clarification on the specific NEA 
components. The NEA changes were confirmed in May 2021 to carry over to the 2022 
summer examination series. This document lists all of those changes to the requirements 
in the NEA components (only) and clarifies what presently (July 2021) remains 
unchanged. 
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Summary of changes to A level Music Technology 
Note: There are no changes to the specification or NEA requirements for students entering 
Year 12 in September 2021 who will be taking the A level in June 2023. The changes 
outlined below are for students entering Year 13 in September 2021 who will be taking the 
A level in June 2022. 

Component 1: Recording 

Standard specification requirements 
Revised requirements 
(for submission in May 2022) 

Choose one song from a list of 10 songs or 
artists Song is chosen by Pearson 

Length of recording must be between 3-3½ 
minutes 

Recording length is determined by the 
audio files provided by Pearson on the 
website (between 2-3 minutes) 

Capture live performances (list of specific 
instruments on p12 of specification) 

No live capture is required. Audio files are 
provided by Pearson and are available on 
the Pearson website. Assessment grid 1 – 
Capture will not be used in assessing 
recordings in June 2022. 

Total mark – 60 Total mark – 48 (because capture is not 
assessed) 

Assessed by exam board Assessed by exam board 

Component 2: Technology-based composition 

Standard specification requirements 
Revised requirements 
(for submission in May 2022) 

Choose one brief from the three set by 
Pearson 

Choose one brief from the three set by 
Pearson 

Length of composition must be 3 minutes Length of composition must be 2 minutes 

Total mark – 60 Total mark – 60 

Assessed by exam board Assessed by exam board 
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Changes to Component 1: Recording 
Use of pre-recorded audio files 
The most significant change to the NEA is the use of audio files provided by Pearson 
instead of the requirement for students to capture a specific combination of live 
instruments and vocals. These audio files will be the raw individual tracks taken from one 
mic/DI. There has been no processing or combining of microphone signals. This change 
has been made to ensure that students are not disadvantaged if they cannot access a 
recording studio for the requisite time and to avoid any issues with recording vocals in a 
Covid-secure manner. This means that Assessment grid 1 – Capture cannot be used to 
assess the work. 

The audio files provided by Pearson are intended to reflect some of the issues that may be 
encountered by students in the capture portion of their project although it is impractical to 
recreate all potential tracking problems. Students accept a variety of performance 
standards on their recordings based on the level of musicians available, their own 
expectations, time available etc.; this has been taken into account in the tracking of the 
audio files. Multiple audio files have been provided for most of the tracks so that it is 
possible to comp performances or use alternative sections of a track to repair performance 
issues. 

Recording length 
The recording length has been reduced to between 2 and 3 minutes. This change has 
been made to reduce the amount of time required in editing and listening to the recording 
and hence reduce the amount of time students may need to spend on the project as a 
whole. The requirement for less than a second of silence at the beginning and end of the 
final mix-down is still in place. 

Effects, processing and mixing 
The requirement is now for students to use the pre-recorded audio files to emulate the 
original recording as provided on the Pearson website. This is a departure from the normal 
task where students may arrange a song so as to comply with the tracking requirements. 
Please note that no extra parts should be added to the audio 
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files that have been provided on the website – the entire task must be completed using 
only the audio files supplied by Pearson. It is acceptable to process them in creative ways, 
but all editing and processing must be done with the aim of emulating the original track as 
closely as possible. This change has been made to remove the element of subjectivity 
from assessment of effects and processing – if the mix sounds like the original track then 
the student has used effects and processing successfully. Please note that there are some 
audio files that have been recorded that students would not normally be permitted to 
include in their arrangement. This was done to ensure that students did not feel they had 
to record additional parts to emulate the original track. 

The mark scheme 
The mark scheme has not changed in any significant way other than the temporary 
removal of Assessment grid 1 – Capture. In the published logbooks the unused 
assessment grid remains but has been crossed out to indicate that the change is for this 
year only. The task has been designed so that the remainder of the mark scheme can be 
applied in the same way as normal. Note that a few of the ‘Marking instructions’ comments 
have changed slightly to take account of the change in task, but the contents of the 
assessment grids themselves have not changed in any way. The total mark for this 
component is 48 instead of 60. All recordings will be marked out of 48 using the remaining 
criteria and the final mark will be scaled accordingly. 
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Changes to Component 2: Technology-based 
Composition 

Composition length 
The length of the composition must be 2 minutes instead of 3 minutes. This is the only 
change to component 2. This change has been made to reduce the demands on students 
and the length of time they need to spend using school equipment. The briefs remain 
essentially the same as those that would normally be published on 1 June except for 
references to the duration of the composition and the video which has been edited so that 
it is 2 minutes long. 

The composition length may have some impact on the form and structure of the piece. It is 
still expected that the composition will demonstrate a suitable blend of cohesion and 
contrast despite the shorter time requirement. 

Live capture 
The original 2021 Ofqual consultation (conducted in 2020) outcomes document states: 

 “ensure that where composition briefs have scope for live capture, students will not be 
disadvantaged if they complete the task using synthesised sounds only.”  

In this respect ‘synthesised sounds’ include all electronically or digitally generated sounds 
including samples. Sampling is still required and is assessed in Assessment grid 2 – 
Create and edit sounds – sampling. If no sampling takes place, students will be unable to 
access these marks. Note that this definition of synthesis will not be used elsewhere in the 
qualification and would not be a suitable answer to a written question about synthesis or 
sampling. 

Live capture is permitted. Vocal recording is permitted when it is safe and within centre 
specific Covid-secure guidelines. It is understood that this will not be possible for all 
centres depending on their resources and the ventilation of their recording environment, so 
students will not be disadvantaged if they do not use any live capture in their compositions. 

Any vocal parts can be considered as sampled elements and, as they do not have to be 
produced under secure conditions, they can be taken from any source. 

If students do wish to record live vocal parts or create their own samples, they could 
consider: 

• recording elsewhere

• procuring a recording from teaching staff at the school

• alternative methods of sound capture e.g. phone or portable recorder
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If a vocal (or any other part) is  recorded or performed by  anyone other than the student to 
be assessed, details should be provided in the logbook outlining their compositional input.
Also, students should be aware that sound quality is still assessed in  Assessment grid 4  –
control of processing and balance, so the quality  of the recorded vocal should be suitable 
for its purpose in the composition.

The mark scheme
No  changes  have  been  made  to  the  mark  scheme.  The  composition  must  adhere  to  the 
new  duration  requirements  and  this  will  be  reflected  in  the  marks  for  Assessment  grid 5  –
Response to brief.

Administration
Assessment
There  is  no  change  to  the  method  of  assessment.  All  work  will  be  assessed  by  Pearson.
There  is  no  element  of teacher  assessment. The  deadline  for  submissions  is  15  May.  Any 
work  submitted  for component  1  must be based upon the brief released in September 
2021.  Any  work  submitted  for  component  2  that  does  not  take  into  account  the revised 
duration  will  be  unable  to  access  the  full  range  of  marks  in  Assessment  grid 5  –  Response
to brief.

Supervision
Where circumstances don't allow for candidates to be in a centre, the teacher is now 
permitted to use remote supervision to ensure candidates abide by the rules of the 
assessment when completing the work away from centre.

Year 12  students examined  in  June 2023
Students  who  are  commencing  their  A  level  studies  in  September  and  are  taking  their 
examinations  in  June  2023  should  continue  with  the  standard  specification,  taking  all  the 
normal  requirements  into  account.  The  NEA  briefs  for  these  students  will  be  released  on  1
June  2022  for  component  1  and  1  September  2022  for  component  2,  reverting  to  the 
standard  briefs  and  mark  schemes.  Mic  techniques  and  the  capture  element should  be 
taught  if  it  is  safe  to  do  so.
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